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In 2012 the Prince Rupert Port Authority announced financial contri-
butions to four local improvement projects through its Community 
Investment Fund. The Prince Rupert Centennial Golf Course, Prince 
Rupert Racquet Centre and Charles Hays Secondary School playing field 
were all able to undertake significant upgrade projects with support from 
the Port Authority.

In addition to these worthy recreational projects that received a combined 
$145,500, the Port Authority also contributed $60,500 to Northern Health 
and the Prince Rupert Regional Hospital which helped fund the purchase 
of new orthopedic surgery tools. Since the new equipment arrived in late 
2012, resident orthopedic surgeon Dr. Alf Smith (pictured above with Port 
Authority President & CEO Don Krusel) has been able to offer more small 
joint surgery options to patients in the Prince Rupert region.

“The new equipment is fantastic,” said Dr. Smith. “They are all precision, 
up-to-date instruments that allow me address more patient cases in a day 
and for faster turnaround time in the OR.”

Nurse Manager Milli Bomben and Northern Health Director of Care Jane 
Wilde are also applauding the arrival of the new equipment, and agree 
that the addition of these new tools has made life in the hospital operating 
room easier.

“With the new equipment now in use and extra equipment available, our 
staff, doctors and patients are all happier as a result,” said Wilde. “Every-
one very much appreciates the contributions of the Port Authority, Ridley 
Terminals Inc’s Staff Fund and North Coast Health Improvement Society 
that made this $125,000 purchase possible. Contributions from communi-
ty partners like you allow us to continue improving our hospital.”

The Prince Rupert Port Authority looks forward to announcing the 
remaining two beneficiaries of the 2012 Community Investment Fund 
in the near future, which will bring the total contributions for 2012 to 
$470,000. Since the Fund was established in 2009, it has been used to 
contribute over $1 million to help leverage a total of over $3.5 million in 
community improvement projects that help improve the quality of life in 
Prince Rupert and the North Coast region.

THE COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUND:
BUILDING A HEALTHY PORT CITY

IN BRIEF
5,000TH VISITORS. Among this 
Grade 3 class from Annunciation 
Elementary School in February 
was the 5,000th visitor to the 
Port Interpretive Centre. Since 
opening last June, visitors from 
around the world have experi-
enced the interactive displays 
that illustrate the operations at 
Canada’s fastest-growing port. 
Open five days a week. Call 250 
624-4559 for information or visit  
www.rupertport.com/centre for 
hours.

HOCKEY WINDFALL. The 
Rupert Rampage hockey season 
concluded with a windfall for the 
city’s Salvation Army. The Port 
Authority made a contribution of 
$100 for every home game goal 
scored by the Rampage. At the 
final game in January, the tally 
reached 31 qualifying goals over 
the season. The Port Authority’s 
Director of Public Affairs Ken 
Veldman presented the cheque 
to Eric Collison of the Salvation 
Army.

PRETTY BIG RIG. Ridley 
Terminals Inc. took delivery of 
a mammoth stacker/reclaim-
er for installation at their coal 
export facility located on Ridley 
Island. The equipment’s arrival 
in December drew the attention 
of marine industry media around 
the world. It will further increase 
RTI’s loading speed and through-
out capacity as the terminal’s 
expansion continues. Learn more 
at www.rti.ca.

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE. 
After vandalism of electrical 
transformers on port property 
in February resulted in a spill of 
mineral oil, an extensive cleanup 
operation was mobilized by the 
Port Authority. Although the 
emergency situation wrapped 
up within 7 days, environmental 
monitoring of the Fairview Bay 
site is ongoing. Keep up-to-date 
with port headlines at 
www.rupertport.com/news.



A groundbreaking ceremony 
on March 8th marked the start 
of construction on the port’s 
$90-million Road, Rail and Utility 
Corridor project, which will 
support billions in new terminal 
developments and boost Canada’s 
trade capacity and exports to 
fast-growing Asia-Pacific markets.

The project is a catalyst for signif-
icant private sector investment on 
the Ridley Island Industrial Site.

It is providing five parallel rail 
tracks, a two-lane roadway and a 
port-owned distribution system 
along an eight-kilometre corridor.

The shared-use corridor will 

As port activity at Fairview 
Terminal increased in recent 
years, train traffic between the 
terminal and CN’s waterfront 
rail yard has also increased 
significantly. Until now, trains 
have been required to whistle at 
crossings to alert pedestrians 
and motorists of their presence 
and ensure overall safety.

In project completed earlier this 
year, the Port Authority and CN 
partnered in a commitment to 
install new crossing signals and 
improved security fencing.

“We have heard from Prince 
Rupert residents that they 
wanted us to find a better way—a 
quieter way—to ensure safety 
on our waterfront, and thanks 
to this cost-sharing project with 
our partner CN, we have been 
successful in assembling the 
proper infrastructure to do just 
that,” said Gary Paulson, Vice 
President of Operations for the 
Prince Rupert Port Authority.

 “This project is another example 
of the emphasis we place on 
maintaining sustainable growth 
with input from our community 
members.”

CROSSING UPGRADES 
ENHANCE SAFETY AND 
QUELL WHISTLING

service proposed potash, liquefied 
natural gas and other terminal 
developments currently estimated 
in the billions of dollars.

The project is being funded joint-
ly by the Governments of Canada 
and British Columbia, who have 
each contributed $15 million, and 
CN Rail and the Prince Rupert 
Port Authority, who have each 
committed $30 million.

Construction will employ 90 
workers between the project’s 
two contractors, Prince Rupert 
Constructors and Coast Indus-
trial Construction, and will be 
completed in December 2014.

ROAD RAIL UTILITY CORRIDOR PROJECT

CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

Airhorns were blown to signal the start of the two-year construction project. Dignitaries included (from 
left) Member of Parliament Wai Young; Don Krusel, President and CEO of the Prince Rupert Port Author-
ity; Gary Reece, Mayor of Lax Kw’alaams; Doug Ryhorchuk, CN General Manager for BC North; the 
Honourable Mary Pollack, BC Minister of Transportation and Infrasturcture; and Bud Smith, Chairman of 
the Board of the Prince Rupert Port Authority.

“This project will connect 
Canada’s proven capacity for 
resource production to growing 
markets in the Asia-Pacific region 
and is the largest in Prince Rupert 
since construction of the Fairview 
Container Terminal,” said Bud 
Smith, Chairman of the Board of 
the Prince Rupert Port Authority. 

“We are integrating the new 
terminals into the world-class 
service and security architecture 
at the Port of Prince Rupert. 
Through our increasingly diver-
sified port complex, the Canadian 
resource sector will be linked to a 
world of opportunity.”

IN BRIEF



Captain Coutts and his crew, comprised today of engineer Gary Rydde 
and deckhand Eric Slack, steer the yellow Pilot Launch alongside the 
imposing vessel, match its speed, and allow Captain Mark Summer to 
step off the bow and into a small door in the side of the Felixstowe. 

The experienced mariners make the process look simple. Yet the task of 
getting a BC Coast Pilot safely aboard an inbound ship can be difficult 
in the variable weather conditions of the North Coast. Once a Pilot is 
aboard, the Pilot Launch has completed its job and heads back to Prince 
Rupert. However, safe delivery of the pilot is only the first step  in ensur-
ing the secure arrival of large commercial vessels in our harbour.

BC Coast Pilots are licensed mariners who use their professional 
expertise to advise ship captains on the safest routing and procedures 
to bring vessels into ports of call along the 24,000 kilometres of British 
Columbia coastline. While captains are very familiar with their own 

SPECIAL FEATURE

SAFE HARBOUR: SKILLS AND SYSTEMS AT WORK

vessels, they do not possess a detailed knowledge of each port of call 
their vessel enters. A marine pilot—whose knowledge of local naviga-
tion is extensive—will ensure that the ship, its crew and cargo arrive 
without any harm to itself or the marine environment.

BC Coast Pilots have many years of experience. They are familiar with 
the coastlines, harbours, weather conditions, tides and regulations for 
their licensed areas. Pilots are also well-acquainted with the character-
istics of various types of ships and how they react to various wind, tide 
and current conditions.

Once aboard the Felixstowe, Captain Summer is led through a warren of 
narrow doorways and steep stairwells on his way to the bridge. He introduc-
es himself to the captain and crew and assumes his navigational duties. 

STANDING ON GUARD
ARRIVING AND DEPARTING, EXPERIENCED PILOTS TAKE THE HELM

To become a marine pilot, an 
individual must work his way 
through a seafaring career to 
the position of Captain. He may 
then apply to take written and 
oral examinations to become a 
licensed BC Coast Pilot. If he 
pass, the candidate will be placed 
on a waiting list until a piloting 
position becomes available. When 
it does, he undergoes a six- to 
twelve-month apprenticeship 
program under the direction of 
senior pilots. Once licensed and 

At the helm of the Pacific Pilotage Authority’s Prince Rupert-based Pilot Launch, Captain Gordon 
Coutts looks at ease as he approaches the 279-metre COSCO Felixstowe container ship. The ocean is 
relatively calm for a late autumn morning at Triple Island, the designated pilot station where BC Coast 
Pilots board and navigate the majority of foreign-registered ships inbound to the Port of Prince Rupert.

working, BC Coast Pilots work 
twenty-day periods and are on call 
24 hours a day during this time. 
Pilots may only work a maximum 
of eight hours on an assignment 
before a mandatory rest period. 
They also have prescribed hours 
of rest following each assign-
ment to avoid fatigue. In order 
to provide constant coverage for 
required vessel movements, there 
are always three pilots stationed 
in Prince Rupert at any given 
time.

TAKE ME TO THE PILOT



`

THE PORT OF PRINCE RUPERT’S REPUTATION FOR MARINE SAFETY IS BUILT MORE THAN JUST ITS NATURAL ADVANTAGES—HARBOUR DEPTH, CLEAR 
APPROACHES, AND A SHELTERED HARBOUR. IT TAKES SKILLED PROFESSIONALS FROM A VARIETY OF wELL-EqUIPPED ORgANIzATIONS, wORKINg IN 
SYNC, TO ENSURE THAT EVERY DAY AT OUR INCREASINgLY ACTIVE PORT IS “bUSINESS AS USUAL.”

While being briefed, Summer plugs a device resembling a laptop computer 
into the ship’s console. The device is a Personal Pilotage Unit. It allows BC 
Coast Pilots to view and record the speed, position, and course of the vessel. 
The PPU can access data transmitted through the Automatic Identifica-
tion System—a wireless network for tracking marine traffic—, but can also 
operate totally independent of the ship’s equipment.

The two-hour assignment from Triple Island to Prince Rupert’s inner 
harbour is straightforward—literally. The unobstructed approach to the Port 
of Prince Rupert requires few course adjustments. Yet nonstop vigilance is 
key. Summer verbally instructs the helmsman and officer of the watch with 
changes to speed and course and continually scans the course ahead. Cruis-
ing at 18 knots approximately 30 kilometres from Triple Island, the water 
is calm enough that from the 10-storey high wheelhouse there is almost 
no perceptible sense of movement. Knowing better, Summer consults his 
binoculars and requests speed and course alterations as Rachel Island 
passes out of sight.

There are currently over 400 marine pilots in Canada. 98 of those are 
members of the BC Coast Pilots Association. Canada’s Pilotage Act estab-
lishes four distinct Pilotage Authorities: the Atlantic, St. Lawrence, Great 
Lakes and Pacific Pilotage Authority. The PPA is an organization with a 
mandate to provide safe, reliable and efficient marine pilotage and related 
services in the coastal waters of British Columbia. 

The Authority is responsible for dispatching pilots from BC Coast Pilots 
Ltd., which is contracted to provide the services of licensed pilots to the 
Authority. Each pilot is dispatched at the request of ships’ agents and 
shipowners. Agents provide the PPA with as much information as possible, 
including the name of the vessel, pilot boarding location, vessel destination, 
deepest draught for the assignment, best estimate of speed, tug or launch 
services (if required) and other pertinent facts.

During the approach, an important maneuver takes place just outside 
the Kinahan Islands.  The post-panamax-sized vessel must make a nearly 
90-degree turn. Summer reduces speed to 12 knots in preparation.  After its 
successful execution, speed is further reduced to about 10 knots. The pilot 
radios to the 65-tonne bollard pull tug—the SMIT Mississippi—that puts up 
a line to the Felixstowe. The two vessels will remain  tethered for the remain-

STANDING ON GUARD
ARRIVING AND DEPARTING, EXPERIENCED PILOTS TAKE THE HELM

der of the passage into Prince Rupert’s inner harbour. 

Ship berthing tugs like the Mississippi help prevent any “hard contact” that 
damages ships and berths. The powerful ship berthing tugboats in Prince 
Rupert range from 1,800 to 6,000 horsepower. They  can either fasten lines 
to a ship for pulling or they can push the ship with their bow.

As the container ship passes Fairview Terminal, Summer orders the engines 
to stop. He  gives orders to the tugs SMIT Humber and SMIT Mississippi to 
perform a 180-degree turn. The turn completed, Summer works the Felix-
stowe’s engine and rudder in concert with the tugs to guide the vessel to its 
berth. Longshoremen accept the lines and secure the Felixstowe to the dock.

It’s typically less than four hours from the time the Pilot Launch departs 
Prince Rupert until a BC Coast Pilot disembarks the international vessel 
he has safely navigated to one of Prince Rupert’s terminals. However, this 
coordinated effort takes days of planning and several lifetimes of marine 
experience represented by the individuals involved. 

As Captain Summer points out at the end of this successful pilot mission, 
bringing these large vessels into Prince Rupert is more challenging when 
poor weather conditions and strong tidal currents are part into the equation. 

“The ocean can be pretty ugly up here at this time of year when you get big 
winds out of the Southeast. As my seafaring colleagues up and down the 
coast can attest, it’s not always the romantic notion of life on the sea.”



 EXPLORE A DIRECTORY OF PORT PARTNERS: www.rupertport.com/portauthority/partners

Captain Mike Stevenson began his career with tug company Northern 
Salvage and Towing, which was purchased by Rivtow in 1965. As a tug 
captain and later Manager, Stevenson has witnessed firsthand the develop-
ment of much of what we know today as the Port of Prince Rupert. 

Now the Manager of SMIT Marine Canada’s Northern BC harbour towage 
operations, Stevenson spends the majority of his time in his waterfront 
offices instead of the wheelhouse of a tug. Taking a short break from the 
administrative work that keeps him so busy, he smiles when asked to 
reflect on his decades of experience working in the BC North Coast marine 
industry.

“I always loved the challenging 
jobs where you’re moving around 
to different locations and doing 
different types of work all the time. 
This industry provides amazing 
opportunities and experiences that 
few others ever get, particularly on 
BC’s North Coast, and it remains 
the training ground for individuals 
looking to further their seafaring 
careers,” said Stevenson. “With the 
majority of work SMIT does now, 
our tug captains in Prince Rupert 
have many days and nights of 
routine ship docking. But as we all 
know, that can change in a flash and 
things become quite challenging.”

In 2010, SMIT Marine Canada sold 
its barging fleet and today SMIT 
focuses solely on its core business 
of harbour towage, docking and 
undocking deep sea vessels visiting 
BC coastal ports. Like other port 

partners and stakeholders, SMIT receives daily updates of pending arrivals, 
departures and other vessel activity in Prince Rupert through the Prince 
Rupert Port Authority and ship’s agents, and are contracted to provide 
harbour towage service.

The scheduling system for SMIT’s harbour towage is based on call-outs, 
meaning tug crews are lined up once a job is booked through a shipping line 
or agent. The working hours of a tug boat crew vary greatly day to day, due to 
the round-the-clock nature of the shipping business and the various factors 
that can cause delays. SMIT Marine Canada has a fleet of 21 tug boats working 

in its group of companies, seven of 
which are stationed in Prince Rupert. 

Due to the diversity of the vessels 
assisted in the Port of Prince Rupert, 
a large diversity of tugs is required 
relative to the still low volumes of 
vessels visiting Prince Rupert.

 The Prince Rupert operation current-
ly employs 22 people between their 
administrative office, maintenance 
shop and vessel operators, most of 
whom were born and raised on the 
North Coast. 

SMIT is working hard on a process of 
continuous improvement, including 
care for the environment as members 
of the Green Marine program.

“When port business grows in Prince 
Rupert, and it appears that it’s going 
to, eventually we might see compe-
tition in our line of business and we 
need to be ready to adapt according-
ly,” says Stevenson.

SMALL BUT STRONG
TUGS PLAY A KEY SUPPORTING ROLE IN ESCORTING VESSELS

“Things can change in a flash and can become quite challenging.”

Over the last century, tug boats have played a vital role in generating growth for British Columbia’s 
economy. They pull more than their weight through the many inlets, channels and waterways of 
Canada’s west coast. The powerful vessels are also a critical part of the safe operating practices and 
procedures of ports, as they assist large commercial vessels and help keep harbours free from debris.



 BC COASTAL MARINE PILOTS: www.bccoastpilots.com
 SMIT MARINE CANADA: www.facebook.com/pages/SMIT-Marine-Canada/101755719979791
 CANADIAN COAST GUARD: www.ccg-gcc.gc.ca

The Canadian Coast Guard 
(CCG) is well-known for its role in 
maritime Search and Rescue, but in 
fact it is the provision and mainte-
nance of marine civil infrastructure 
like Aids to Navigation (NavAids) 
that accounts for the bulk of the 
CCG’s service.

NavAids have been used in Canadi-
an waters since the first shipwrecks 
occurred on the east coast in the 
1700s, and today are maintained 
across the country exclusively 
by CCG crews. The term refers 
to the devices and systems that 
help mariners determine position 
and course, warn of dangers and 
obstructions, and mark preferred 
routes.

Today there are approximately 
15 NavAid sites in our harbour 
and over 300 in British Colum-
bia’s North Coast area that are 
maintained by CCG to help ensure 
safe navigation for vessels of all 
sizes and purposes. 

“The technology has changed quite 
a bit over the years,” said John 
Green, Aids to Navigation Foreman 
with CCG, 32 years of experience in 
Prince Rupert.

“Once upon a time we used acety-
lene gas before we moved to dry 
pack batteries, and now we’ve gone 

to solar-based systems with battery 
support. The major advantage now 
is that instead of servicing these 
aids each and every year to replace 
batteries, we’ve managed to reduce 
our maintenance trips to once every 
four years for servicing NavAids.”

Green and his CCG colleagues 
recently made improvements to 
NavAids in Porpoise Channel, part 
of a coast-wide rebuild. The project 
began in 2004 with a survey of all 
navigational sites along Canada’s 
Pacific coast, and led to a priority 
plan that assessed which aids 

THE CANADIAN COAST gUARD:

KEEPING THE LIGHTS ON
would be replaced first. The plan 
incorporates the level of service 
required for each aid, along with 
consultation from user groups, and 
then sees Coast Guard members 
design a structure and install the 
equipment to meet or exceed each 
site’s specifications. For example, 
portions of existing aids construct-
ed from wood have been replaced 
with aluminum, and the structures 

now include more reflective surfac-
es and stable towers for CCG crews 
to safely work on. 

“The old beacons were all wooden 
posts put into a cement block, and 
what’s happened over the years  is 

water has seeped down, froze and 
cracked the cement. A lot of the 
sites also weren’t fall-arrest compli-
ant, meaning they weren’t safe for 
workers to climb and service,”  says 
Green.  “So there was deterioration 
to address, but there were also 
requested upgrades to existing 
systems for some of the NavAids 
such as those at Parizeau, Barrett 
and McIntosh. Those sites now 
have lights, or brighter lights, that 
will help ships navigate in and out 
of the harbour, which required new 
technology to be used.

At the Seal Cove Coast Guard base, 
Green and his colleagues have 
space and supplies available to be 
used in the construction, repair and 
maintenance of NavAids and VHF 
peripheral sites. The 16 employees 
include mechanics, electricians, 
lamp technicians, carpenters and 
other skilled trades and labourers 
with a wide range of technical 
experience to draw upon. As Green 

explains, the local marine knowl-
edge that he and his colleagues 
apply to their work goes above and 
beyond what is legally required and 
provides an enhanced level of safety 
to these standard practices.

“There’s often a difference between 
how people actually use these 
systems and what it says on a piece 
of paper,” said Green, who himself 
has 32 years of professional marine 
experience in Prince Rupert. “We 
see firsthand how mariners behave 
in these waters, the weather factors 
that affect local navigation, and we 
adapt to make everything easier 
and safer for everybody. It’s about 
keeping things functioning so that 
you can see the markers in a storm 
or at night, and knowing that when 
you pick up your radio you’re being 
heard.”

“We adapt to make everything safer for everybody.”

Late last year, the Prince Rupert Port 
Authority launched a 12-month trial 
for newly created number desig-
nations and anchorage positions 
following the completion of a formal 
Anchorage Review. 

The review determined a need to 
shift and expand several of the exist-
ing sites, and warranted the creation 
of additional anchorages to reflect 
the anticipated increases to marine 
traffic in the Prince Rupert area. 
Participants in the review includ-
ed the Pacific Pilotage Authority, 
the BC Coast Pilots and the BC 
Chamber of Shipping, who have all 
agreed to test the new anchorages 
throughout 2013. The Port Authority 
will also be consulting local First 
Nations, fishermen and other local 
user groups to gather feedback on 
the trial anchorages.

“The Anchorage Review is a 
valuable collaborative exercise 
in identifying the locations that 
serve us well, and those that can 
be altered, added or eliminated 
altogether,” said Gary Paulson, 
Harbour Master and Vice Presi-
dent of Operations with the Prince 
Rupert Port Authority. “Through 
consultation with knowledgeable 
stakeholders, we believe making 
changes to our assigned anchorages 
will improve the safety and efficien-
cy of daily port operations.” 

 The number of available anchorag-
es has increased from 19 to 30.

Upon successful completion of this 
trial, the Prince Rupert Port Author-
ity’s Practices and Procedures will 
be updated with the new anchorage 
positions and made available for 
public comment in accordance with 

ANCHORAGE TRIAL 
TAKES TIME AND 
TEAMWORK



The Port of Prince Rupert’s 
Fairview Terminal has been known 
for its advanced security measures 
since the first inbound contain-
ers arrived aboard the COSCO 
Antwerp in November 2007. At 
that time, the terminal was the 
first and only in North America to 
employ on-dock radiation screen-
ing for each and every container, 
ensuring the contents matched the 
shipping manifest.

Our reputation as a safe and 
secure port of entry for goods is 
being further 
enhanced 
with the 
Beyond the 
Borders pilot 
project.

Canada 
Border 
Services 
Agency and United States 
Customs and Border Protection 
are streamlining the screening of 
inbound containers. Under the new 
Integrated Cargo Security Strat-
egy (ICSS) that began October 
1st, 2012, CBSA officials now 
share advance data collected from 
shippers with the US Customs 
and Border Protection’s National 
Targeting Centre. Both federal 
agencies collaborate to identi-
fy at-risk cargo and suspicious 
shipments that will ultimately 

Evan Smithanik spends a lot of time with charts, graphs and 
spreadsheets in his role as Business Analyst for the Prince Rupert 
Port Authority. As a specialist in market research, Evan provides 
insight into how existing facilities are used and the potential for 
new business and development opportunities. To accomplish 
this, he creates the systems to organize and evaluate the massive 
amount of data processed by the Port of Prince Rupert each day.  
And most importantly, he finds ways to explain what it all means 
to the rest of us.

“It’s interesting to pull together information from a variety of 
sources to answer difficult questions that may not have been 
tackled in the past,” says Evan. “Over the last year I’ve been 
creating models and conducting research that will support 
decision making at the Port through a period of exceptional 
development and growth.” 

Evan grew up in the Northwest BC communities of Terrace and 
Vanderhoof, moving to Alberta after high school to pursue a 
Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of Calgary. 
Upon graduation Evan worked for two years with a logistics 
company before returning to British Columbia, where he studied 
towards a Masters of Public Administration while working in the 
provincial Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training. It was 
during his three years in Victoria that Evan met his wife Aisa, and 
together they made the move to Prince Rupert in September 2011. 
Daughter Ainsley arrived a short time afterward. 

“I came back to Northwest B.C. because of the opportunity 
created through port developments, and since then we’ve decided 
to settle here and raise a family,” Evan explains. “It’s an ideal 
place for a young family like ours to find a sense of community 
and get involved in a variety of local events and organizations. I 
expect there will be many more people with a similar experience 
to ours as Prince Rupert continues to grow and prosper in the 
coming years.”

Outside of work and his role as a new father, Evan has partnered 
with friends to produce a local television program. “Forefront” 
will profile innovative people and organizations in Prince Rupert 
and the surrounding area. Evan anticipates that the first episodes 
will air locally and online later in 2013.

enter the United States, and the 
images from x-ray examinations 
taking place at CBSA’s Container 
Examination Facility on Ridley 
Island are electronically shared 
with CBP.

This communication enables 
pre-screened containers to be 
fitted with Tamper Evident 
Technology that prevents the 
security of containers from being 
compromised after they are loaded 
to rail and leave Prince Rupert.

This means they 
are locked with 
high-security 
bolt seals that 
are recognized 
by CBP officers 
when they reach 
the land border 
and eliminate 
the need for 

duplicate inspections. As the pilot 
project continues in 2013, further 
Tamper Evident Technology will 
be introduced and tested, includ-
ing electronic seals. Trains loaded 
with pre-screened containers still 
pass through external inspection 
and radiation detection portals 
along the tracks at the US border, 
but the trains are not required to 
come to a complete stop unless 
something unusual is detected.

“As of December we’ve seen 13 
pilot trains from Prince Rupert 
successfully cross the border,” said 
Dave Charlton, Manager of Opera-
tions for the Prince Rupert Port 
Authority. “So far this tells us that 
not only is security enhanced, but 
the speed with which our cargo is 
moving through the gateway has 
also been enhanced through this 
pilot program.”

The “screen once, accept twice”  
approach to intelligence and 
pre-screening may also ease 
congestion at the major land 
border crossing in International 
Falls, Minnesota, where all CN Rail 
container trains from the Port of 
Prince Rupert cross into the U.S.

The pilot is designed to last 12 
months, followed by a six-month 
evaluation that will determine if 
the program has been successful 
in reducing duplicate inspections 
and easing border congestion. 

BEYOND THE
BORDERS
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MEET THE PORT’S STATS gURU:

EVAN SMITHANIK

“The speed with 
which our cargo is 
moving through 
the gateway has 
been enhanced.”


